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 Bead Society of New Mexico      

March/April 2009 Newsletter 
 

The mission of this Newsletter is to inform our members of the activities, events, and classes in 
the local beading community, as well as provide a forum where members can share beading 
knowledge and techniques.   

 

NNNooottteeesss   fffrrrooommm   ttthhheee   BBBoooaaarrrddd   
We hope you noticed several changes at our 
February Meeting as a result of all your input at 
our January meeting.  Signup sheets are now 
detailed about what duties are required.  
Information on our tables is now labeled with 
easy to read tent signs.  We’ve added Classes 
and Sales around Town section with 
information about upcoming classes and sales. 
 
We had books to sell and a great new Swap 
Meet event. (Several members ask for it to 
become an annual event).  Watch for more 
improvements! 

 
Volunteers Needed - The Fiber Arts 
Committee is still asking for volunteers.  Please 
send an email to the group account if you’d like 
to help.  We especially need someone to 
“design” the booth so that our entries are much 
more accessible and easier to see than the last 
Fiber Arts.  Ideas being floated are using foam 
board hanging from the top bar of the back drop 
with entries and resulting ribbons attached to 
the board.  Our 10 by 15 foot booth is just 
begging for some interesting layout ideas.  We 

will be selling books and 
memberships and doing 
demonstrations in that 
space so a clever design 
is needed. Don’t forget to 
volunteer to sell books or 
do demonstrations at 
the March meeting.  
You know you’re going 
to be there anyway.   

 
Ideas for July Workshop - Don’t forget we are 
looking for July Workshop possibilities.  The 
idea this time is to offer longer classes in 
different venues and instructors studios 
throughout the area.  If you know of an 
instructor who is teaching something you’ve 
always want to learn to do let Geri Verble know.  

Also watch for interesting “local” instructors at 
the Bead Fest for July Workshop ideas too.  By 
“local” Geri reminds us that instructors do come 
from close cities to teach for a day too and 
sometimes they can fit a workshop in between 
traveling shows.  Oftentimes, details can be 
worked out.  

 
Board Meeting Details - Our next Board 
Meeting is March 18th at Robin Kaplan’s home.  
If you plan on attending, please let a board 
member know so we can send directions and 
watch for you. Members are always welcomed. 



February’s Challenge Results  
The dozen challenge pieces were so beautiful 
and well executed.  The skill level displayed by 
all the entries was very professional.  The non-
jewelry prize went to Linda Nisenbaum’s 
beautiful big copper fish in habitat sculpture.  
Nikki Powell took the jewelry prize with her 
lovely beaded embroidery cabochon necklace 
in the style of Sherri Seriffini.   

 
Both Nikki and Linda have won challenges 
before and are top notch contestants with great 
technique and a real eye for design.  We 
applaud their wins.  Now that you’ve seen how 
it’s done; get ready for the other challenge of 
the year.  We’ve got a theme challenge in mind 
this time that will force entrants to think outside 
their comfort zone with 1st through 3rd place 
prizes. Stay tuned for details 
  

Meeting News  

March 23rd Meeting - Fiber/Bead Fantasia 
6:30 PM, Presbyterian Church 
Be ready to use fiber and beads in new and 
exciting ways.  Cindy Chavez said she was 
inspired to create her fantastic fiber and bead 
designs by the Navajo wrap we’ve all learned 
through society classes.  She is ready to show 
us how to take that technique and unleash 
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hidden creativity.  We’ve seen her work and 
samples of some of the beautiful fibers she 
uses.  Cindy suggests that we think of colors 
and combinations we’ve never used before and 
come prepared.  The supply list sent by email 
and distributed at the February Meeting is also 
attached at the back of this issue. 

 
By now you know that the Judy Walker Class 
we hoped to offer after the Bead Fest had to be 
postponed to coincide with the Fiber Arts 
Fiesta.  We are working on the possibility of 
more than one private class to members that 
would be different than the Fiber Arts Fiesta 
Class.  We will have the list of classes with 
photos of the projects at the March Meeting to 
try to get an idea of how many of you are 
interested in taking a private class so we know 
if we can offer multiple classes in several areas 
of town just before the Fiesta.   

 
APRIL/MAY/JUNE/AUGUST PROGRAMS 
Below is just a sample of the programs in the 
planning for the next few months.  Stay tuned 
for specific meeting these programs will be 
presented.  
 

"Starting a Jewelry Business"   
Listen to several members recall the steps 
they’ve taken to set up their businesses and 
see if you still think you want to turn your bead 
obsession into something more lucrative.  Let 
the panel tell you about the paper work needed 
to start, filing state and federal taxes, and 
experiences they’ve had promoting their 
businesses.    
  
"Working with Bronze Clay" presented by Rio 
Grande Jewelry Supply 
  
"Gemstones and Geodes" hosted by Mama's 
Minerals. 
  
Program:  "All About Pearls" by Elaine 
Weisman 
 

Book Review 
Fabulous Fabric Beads by Kristal Wick 
(Kristal Wick is here for Bead Fest in Santa Fe) 

If you’re looking for something light for your 
spring bead collection, you might consider 
making fabric beads.  The actual bead making 
is very simple, so much of the book 
concentrates on fabric decoration techniques 
such as stamping, sponging, stenciling, salting 
and splattering.  
 
It also has discussions of dying, bleaching, 
gesso patterning, and foiling.  Many of the 
beads are made using just fabric, glue and 
plastic straws cut 
into bead sized 
pieces.  The 
author also 
shows how to use 
wooden beads as 
a base, and 
combining fabric 
with resin and 
computer printed 
pictures.  She 
also shows how 
to use clear plastic tubing to create container 
beads filled with sparkly fabrics.   
 
If you’re looking for something a little more 
challenging, Wick’s copper strip/fabric beads or 
her embossed leather beads are different.   
 
For those of you looking to combine fiber arts 
and beadwork, this is a fun book.  If you’re 
expert in fiber arts, you will probably already 
know how to do most of the fabric decoration 
techniques described, however.  The other 
downside of the book is that most of the beads 
are the same shape (various lengths of 
cylinders).The one exception to this rule is the 
wood bead-based beads.   
 
At the back there is a gallery of designs using 
the fabric beads and to me, this was the most 
interesting part of the book.  This is one book 
I’d recommend going to a brick-and-mortar 
bookstore to flip through pages before buying.  
It will be too simplistic for many fiber artists, and 
some beaders will find the bead styles too 
repetitious. But, if you’ve seen these fabric 
beads and wondered how to make them, this  
book gives simple step by step instructions that 
are clear enough for success on the 1st try.  
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CCClllaaasssssseeesss   fffrrrooommm   LLLooodddiii’’’sss   BBBeeeaaadddsss      
Call 869-2333 to Sign up 

 
Day/Date Time Class  Instructor Skill Level Class Fee 

Sat  
Mar 14  

1:30pm  
To 3:30pm  

Stained 
Glass 
Shamrock 
(Bracelet)  

Pam 
Alexander  

Intermediate 
Peyote Stitch  

$20.00  

Tues  
Mar 17  

6pm  
To 9pm  

Confetti 
Bracelet  

Debbie 
Young  

Intermediate 
Square Stitch  

$25.00  

Sat  
Mar 21  

10am  
To 3pm  

Say It With 
Leaves  
(Necklace)  

Bonnie Vigil  Intermediate  
Net Stitch  

$35.00  

Sat  
Mar 21 & 
Mar 28  

1pm  
To 3pm  

Diamond 
Links 
Bracelet  

Pam 
Alexander  

Intermediate 
Brick Stitch  

$30.0  
 

 

Sat  
Mar 28  

9:30am  
12:30 pm  

Ornament of 
the Month-
Aquamarine  

Francine  
Ferguson  

Beginner  $39.95  

Sat  
April 4  

9:30am  
To 12:30pm  

Net Choker  Lodi Ake  Intermediate 
Net Stitch  

$20.00  

Tues  
April 7  

6pm to 9pm  Ornament of 
the Month-
Diamond  

Francine 
Ferguson  

Beginner  Call for 
pricing.  

Sat  
April 11  

9:30am to 
12:30pm  

Ornament of 
the Month-
Diamond  

Francine 
Ferguson  

Beginner  Call for 
pricing.  

Tues  
April 14, 21 
& 28  

6pm to 8pm  Fantasy 
Flowers 
Necklace  

Debbie 
Young  

Master 
Peyote, 
Square, 
Ndebele & 
Net Stitch  
(Flat & In the 
Round)  

$48.00  

Sat  
April 18  

12:30pm to 
3:30 pm  

Spiral Rope 
Necklace 
with 
Pendant  

Bonnie Vigil  Intermediate 
Spiral, Peyote 
& Brick Stitch  

$25.00  

Sat  
May 2 & 9  

1pm to 3pm  Ventana 
Lace Collar 
Style 
Necklace  

Bonnie Vigil  Advanced Net 
Stitch  

$25.00  
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BBBeeeaaadddiiinnnggg   DDDiiissscccooouuunnntttsss   
One of the nicest benefits of being a NMBS 
member is the bead store discounts.  Present 
your NMBS membership card before your 
purchase is rung up and enjoy big savings! 
 
Bead Emporium 
 60%  
Beads & More  
 15% 
Bead World  
 10% 
Made in the Shade 
(Teresa Jones  
Lampwork beads) 
 10% 
Mama’s Minerals  15% 
NM Bead Trader  15% 
(off regularly priced items) 
Poppy Field   10% 
Stone Mountain Beads 10% 
Sun Country Gems  10% 
The Beaded Iris  10% 
Thomason Stone Supply 10% 
White Feather Trading 10% 
 

 

 

 

      

 

Kipuka Trading 
326 Clay Street 

San Antonio, TX  78204 
210-595-6600 

 
Unique Sterling clasps, hand made 
turquoise, red coral and brass Tibetan 
beads and pendants from Nepal, exotic 
yak bone prayer beads, shell mosaic and 
shell inlay beads, horn beads and resin 
beads 
 

kipukatrading@yahoo.com 
 
 

NMBS members receive a 10% Discount 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Stone Mountain Bead Gallery 
Is MOVING in March 

9 blocks east to  
4008 Central SE 

 

Larger store 
Large FREE Parking Lot 

Bigger Selection   New Classes 
(505) 260-1121 Robert Steinberg 
Celebrating our sweet 16 years  

in NOB Hill! 
 
 

Moving special for BSNM members 
Bring in this ad for 20% discount on 

your entire purchase 
NEW LOCATION ONLY 

Valid thru 3/31/09 

Located just minutes South of Albuquerque! 
1400 Bosque Farms Blvd 

505-869-2333 
www.lodisbeads.com 

 
Huge Selection of Seed Beads 

Delicas, Firepolish, Fantasy Glass 
Lampwork, Semiprecious, Findings 

Book, Tools, Kits & Supplies 
 

Over 300 Classes -12 Instructors 
Beginner – Advanced 

Master Classes 
Mystery Workshops 

Trunk Shows  
& More 

mailto:kipukatrading@yahoo.com
http://www.lodisbeads.com/
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NOTE Don’t forget to visit our Business Patron 

Alice Helstrom who will be in Santa Fe at the 

Traveler’s Market March 11-15
th
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Mama’s Minerals 
(505) 266-8443 

1100 San Mateo NE #14 
Albuquerque, NM 
Laura Randolph 

 
NM largest bead outlet.  Cabochon, 

animal beads, natural shell, seed.  New 
Czech glass.  Gold, silver, stone inlay 

findings.  African trade, jet, amber, and 
Mediterranean coral.   

 
Tools                Free Classes 

 
 
 
NMBS members receive a 15% discount on 
regularly priced items. 
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Fiber Necklace Workshop 
Monday March 23rd 

Presented Cindy Chavez 
 

Supplies Needed 
 
Beads (a mix of sizes from seeds to larger beads). You might also want to 
bring any special buttons, charms or trinkets to add to your fiber necklace!  
 
Fibers (yarn, ribbon, jute, wire anything that strikes your fancy!) these will be 
used for the body of your necklace if you choose, and some to wrap your neck 
cord.  There's no set amount, as it depends on the thickness of your fibers.  
 
Thread Sewing thread, Nymo or Fireline 
Needle (that will easily go through your beads) 
Scissors 
Bead Mat 
 
Cord (will be provided) and I will have some strips of torn silk if you would 
desire to wrap your necklace with that. 
 
We'll be creating a fibery necklaceé.there are no rules!  You'll be challenged to create 
something colorful with lots of textureé  
 
You can make a long necklace or a short chokeréa solid wrap or a loop and bead 
closure..it's your choice..no rules!  
 
If you have special beads you'd like to incorporate, bring them along! 
 
I will have examples of a number of different options, to give you some ideas of what 
you might like to try!  
 
If you have any questions before handéyou can email me at  
Cchavezz@Aol.com or feel free to call me at 505-480-2901 
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Ideas and Fiber Sources 
 

Local Sources 
 

Village Wools 
5916 Anaheim Ave NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87113 
Mon-Sat 10-6 
505-883-2919 

 
Websites 

 
http://www.joggles.com  Joggles  

 
http://www.i-bead.com  I Bead 

 
http://www.lindarichmond.com  Linda Richmond 

 
http://www.crystalpalaceyarns.com  Crystal Palace Yarns 

 
http://www.beadbabe.com Bead Babe 

 
http://www.treenwaysilks.com Treenway Silks 

 
http://www.pluckyfluff.com Pluckyfluff 

 
http://www.fabricstodyefor.com  Fabrics to Dye For 

 
 

 
 


