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Bead Society of New Mexico      
 

The mission of this Newsletter is to inform our members of the activities, events, and classes in the local 
beading community, as well as provide a forum where members can share beading knowledge and 
techniques.   
 

Notes from the Board 
 
At our October meeting the nominating committee 
announced their selection for officers to serve the 
2010 term and requested additional nominations from 
the membership.  Our new and returning 2010 officers 
are President Sandy Johnson, First Vice President 
Geri Verble, Second Vice President 
Teresa Jones, Business Manager/Treasurer Denise 
Falzone, Secretary/Communication Coordinator, Judy 
Sterling, Membership Chair Beth Jones, and Web 
Master Linda Davis.   
 
Please join the 2009 board in welcoming the newly 
elected officers (especially those new to the job) and 
give them your support while they work to keep our 
society running smoothly in 2010. 
 
Say goodbyeé..  Our Newsletter has been edited by 
Brenda Pace and she has done an outstanding job in 
editing and formatting our newsletter.  We will miss 
her expertise and timely attention to getting the 
newsletter out.  Brenda is not leaving the society just 
taking a break from editing the newsletter so please 
take a minute when you see her to thank her for her 
dedication.   
 
Welcome Jan Sterling our new  newsletter editor as 
Secretary/Communication Coordinator she will be 
 taking over the editing job from Brenda.  She too has 
lots of expertise in putting together and formatting 
group communications and is looking forward to 
getting out the newsletter in January.  Please send 
her any articles, announcements, and information you 
have for the society.   
 
Newsletter publishing dates are the first week in 
January, March, May, July, September, and 
November.  Judy will need your input by the last week 
of the preceding month for inclusion in an issue. 
 

Heartfelt Thanks to our Volunteersé.. Without you we 
could not do the events and activities we do. 
 
We had a great State Fair this year thanks to the 
many volunteers who worked to take in and return 
entries, help the judges, and displayed the entries.  
We cannot function as a viable society without the 
hard work done by you members.  Many thanks to 
Kathe Owen, Fran Hahn, Cathy  Dunbar, Connie 
Blanton, Linda Davis, Geri Verble, Denise Falzone, 
Linda Reyes-Alicea, Vicki Kay, Liz Sands, and Carol 
Walcott.   
 
After working the State Fair the volunteers suggested 
some changes to the rules.  Weôve ask to add specific 
techniques to our classes.  Weôve added lampwork 
beads made by the exhibitor, polymer clay beads 
made by the exhibitor, PMC (you get the idea; you 
can enter more items if you are proficient in several 
techniques. And we decided to award a best 
professional rosette.  We are still awaiting the State 
Fair staff to see if our changes to the rules will be 
approved.   
 
BOOK BUCKS fits the theme of thanking our 
volunteers while we planned to begin our Volunteer 
Thank You Program in 2010, the board decided that 
for our biggest book sales campaign of the year we 
should kick off BOOK BUCKS now! 
 
The inspiration for Book Bucks came from the 
Northwest Bead Society.  We were reading their  
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Newsletter and found they award their volunteers who 
work on their big annual Bead Bazaar with Bead 
Bucks to spend.  A thoughtful idea and a light bulb 
moment.  BOOK BUCKS was born.   
 
How it works.  For every volunteer who works at a 
BSNM event where you sell books, memberships, 
demonstrate beading, set up, tear down, make 
displays or haul in books you get a $10.00 BOOK 
BUCKS.  You may use your BOOK BUCKS to 
purchase any book we have or can order from our 
regular source.  There is no cash value to the BOOK 
BUCKS and we cannot give you change from your 
BOOK BUCKS.  (all that not-for-profit stuff where we 
do not pay members). 
 
So everyone who has signed up for a 4 hour shift to 
help at the Bead Renaissance will have a BOOK 
BUCKS certificate in the cash drawer with your name 
on it.  Please retrieve it when you come in to work 
your time slot and know that your society truly 
appreciates your willingness to help.  So learn 
something new or become inspired on the society.   
 

2010 January Workshops in February 
We have to schedule our workshops in February this 
year.  The Church needed the room Saturdays 
mornings in January and we didnôt want to be limited 
to only half day rushed classes.  Our date is February 
27th.  We are looking into another venue to maximize 
the number of members who can take classes.  
Instructors are sending in pictures and supply list so 
we will have the information posted on the web page 
soon and will have some more detail at the November 
meeting.  Donôt forget to sign our January (February) 
workshops are always a hit and always taught for 
free. 
 
We have taken meetings dates in June and August on 
the Wednesday of the week just to assure we have a 
place to meet.  It has been suggested that we could 
have an outdoor meeting and picnic meeting in either 
month.   
 
Board Meetings have changed to the second Tuesday 
in the month at 1:30 in the afternoon.  Everyone is 
invited to these open meetings.   
 

 

We will do some planning in the upcoming board 
meetings to see what surprises and ñoutingsò we can 
design.  Keep reading your newsletter and mail for 
updates. 
 

MEETING NEWS 
Donôt forget our annual Holiday Party.  Per one board 
member the ñfunnestò meeting of the year.   
 

BSNM HOLIDAY PARTY  NOV 23  6:30 
If you are planning on attending the Potluck Holiday 
Party  
¶ Bring a salad/side or dessert dish 6-8 

servings.  A meat tray will be provided by the 
society. 

¶ A gift to exchange (a beaded gift you have 
made or $10 bead related gift 

¶ Look forward to a group earring project (you 
will go home with a pair of earrings!) 

 

BEAD RENAISSANCE ï 11/20-11/22 
Bead Renaissance hours are 10:00-6:00 Fri and Sat, 
10:00 ï 5:00 Sunday.  It is held at Expo New Mexico 
and is a great source for beads, findings, and 
inspiration.  
 
We will be selling books and memberships. We 
schedule several volunteers for each time slot so that 
you run back and get that string of pearls you decided 
you cannot live without and can take a bio break.  We 
will have instructions on how to record sales so if 
youôve not worked before or need a refresher, come a 
bit early to ñget readyò.  
 
Robin and Julius Kaplan, Sandy Johnson, Geri 
Verble, and Lou Schuyler will be in for the morning 
shift.  Jan Bond, Kathe Owens and Emily Holcomb will 
be working our booth on Friday afternoon.  
 
Susan Ryan, Susan Hager, Karen Kenney, Darleen 
Rogers will be in for the morning shift.  Teresa Jones, 
Susan Ryan, Susan Hager and Joan McGrath will be 
working on Saturday afternoon. 
 
Vicki Kay, Charlotte Souter, Marcia Ronquillo will be 
in for the morning shift.  Michaela Washington, 
Marijane Oliver, Linda Davis, and Beth Jones will be 
working on Sunday afternoon. 
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BEAD FEST is coming to Santa Fe on 
March 18-21, 2010.  Class registration has 
already begun and we see some familiar faces 
among the instructors.  We are meeting with 
one of the organizers at our November Board 
Meeting to discuss how our society may 
participate.   
 
While we tried to provide volunteers last year, 
we were not necessarily put to ñmeaningful 
taskò.  This year we will do better negotiating 
and planned to make sure our society 
volunteers are providing a real help before we 
volunteer. 
 
If members are interested in a group field trip 
to the Santa Fe Bead Fest perhaps, by Rail 
Runner, with an overnight stay now is the time 
to plan and get reservations. Email or call  
Sandy Johnson at nmbs@gmail.org or 
(chuckandsandyjohnson@comcast.net) or 
771-8164 to register interest. 
 
 
Itôs never TOO EARLY to Begin Thinking 
and Working on the July Workshops!!!  
by Sandy Johnson 
 
Work has already begun on the July 
Workshops.  At a recent show I approached 
an enamel artist about speaking to the society 
and/or teaching a class in July.  While she felt 
unprepared to do either, her friend and 
colleague in Santa Fe, Cande Toner of 
Dancing Turtle Studios, does lecture and 
teach enameling.  Iôve been in contact with 
Cande and suggest we peruse offering a 
beginning enameling class in July.  Let me or 
any other board member know if you are 
interested in learning this new technique.  The 
enamel work at the Rio Grande Show was 
outstanding.  The work of Cande Toner of  
Dancing Turtle Studios can be seen at  
www.dancingturtlestudios.com. I especially 
like the multi piece pendants.  

 
Glass Fusion is another option for July 
Workshops.  Iôve tried some fused glass at my  

local Sandoval County Community Center and found it 
very forgiving and creative.  You cannot go to a fine craft 
show without seeing fused glass use as jewelry.  
 
As I become more and more involved in lampworking 
thanks to my instructor, our own Teresa Jones and began 
looking for local sources for glass I went to the Sunshine 
Glass Company in Rio Rancho.  I met Mary Datwyler the 
owner, principle artist, and instructor who has a delightful 
shop!  Not only does Mary teach and sell she is an 
energetic spokesperson for everything artistic in glass.  
She teaches classes in fused glass jewelry and even fires 
fused glass for a fee for students.  I spoke with her about a 
fused glass class in July and if there is enough interest, we 
can arrange a class for our members.  Give Maryôs web 
site a look and let me know if youôd be interested in  
learning fused glass.   ñSeeò Mary at 
www.sunflowerglassworks.com. 
 

 
 

Ann Severine 
1 Asta Terrace 

Santa Fe, NM 87508 
505-466-2957 

 
Bead Artist and Teacher specializing in 

original designs and designs from 
Saraguro Ecuador. 

Workshop descriptions and patterns 
available at www.annseverine.com 
Kits are available at BuytheKit.com 

www.BuyTheKit.com  
NMBS members receive a 10% Discount 

on patterns by mailing a check for 
10% less than the website pattern cost. 

Include an email address if possible 
a printable document will be sent 

 
 
 

mailto:nmbs@gmail.org
mailto:chuckandsandyjohnson@comcast.net
http://www.dancingturtlestudios.com/
http://www.sunflowerglassworks.com/
http://www.annseverine.com/
mailto:kipukatrading@yahoo.com
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Alice Helstrom Studio 

719-337-4090 
Colorado Springs 

Lecturer, Bead Artist and World Traveler 

Beads, More Beads, Textiles, 

Ornaments for the Soul 

 

 

Stone Mountain Bead Gallery 
4008 Central SE 

 

Larger store 
Large FREE Parking Lot 

Bigger Selection   New Classes 
(505) 260-1121 Robert Steinberg 
Celebrating our sweet 16 years  

in NOB Hill! 
 

Large selection of natural stones, 

beads and finished jewelry sets 

 

Kipuka Trading 
326 Clay Street 

San Antonio, TX  78204 
210-595-6600 

 

Unique Sterling clasps, hand made 
turquoise, red coral and brass Tibetan 
beads and pendants from Nepal, exotic 

yak bone prayer beads, shell mosaic and 
shell inlay beads, horn beads and resin 

beads 
 

kipukatrading@yahoo.com 
 
 

NMBS members receive a 10% Discount 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:kipukatrading@yahoo.com
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One of the nicest benefits of being a NMBS 
member is the bead store discounts.  Present your 
NMBS membership card before your purchase is 
rung up and enjoy big savings! 
 
Beads & More   15% 
Bead World   10% 
Made in the Shade 
(Teresa Jones  
Lampwork beads)  10% 
Mamaôs Minerals  15% 
NM Bead Trader  15% 
(off regularly priced items) 
Poppy Field   10% 
Stone Mountain Beads 10% 
Sun Country Gems  10% 
The Beaded Iris  10% 
Thomason Stone Supply 10% 
White Feather Trading 10% 

 
 

Biz Smarts 
 
If you missed the WESST presentation on starting 
a small business and the many services available 
to start-up and fledgling businesses, you can still 
take advantages of the services and training they 
offer by going to http://www.wesst.org/ or calling 
505.246.6900.  WESST (The Women's Economic 
Self-Sufficiency Team) is a statewide economic 
development organization committed to growing 
New Mexico's economy by cultivating 
entrepreneurship. Incorporated in 1988 as a 501(c) 
3 non-profit, WESST places particular emphasis on 
helping low-income women and minorities achieve 
financial self-sufficiency through sustained self-
employment. While their historical target market is 
low-income, unemployed and/or underemployed 
women and minorities, WESST's services are 
available to any New Mexico resident seeking to 
start or grow a business 

 
 
.  

Sun Country Gems 
(505) 842-5561 

       303 Romero Street NW 
Albuquerque, NM 

 

www.suncountry gems.com 
 

Carrying a large selection of gemstones 
Czech glass, pearls, shells, seed and 
Delica beads.  Metal Beads, findings, 
tools, charms, and pendants.  

 
     Books          Jewelry Supplies 
 

NMBS Members receive a 10% Discount 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Located just minutes South of Albuquerque! 

1400 Bosque Farms Blvd 
505-869-2333 

www.lodisbeads.com 
 

Huge Selection of Seed Beads 
Delicas, Firepolish, Fantasy Glass 
Lampwork, Semiprecious, Findings 

Book, Tools, Kits & Supplies 
 

Over 300 Classes -12 Instructors 
Beginner ï Advanced 

Master Classes 
Mystery Workshops 

Trunk Shows  
& More 

Lodiôs Beads ïCall 505-869-2333 for 
updated class list and to register 

 

 

http://www.wesst.org/
http://www.lodisbeads.com/
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13 Fabulous Shrines 
What do you get when you ask 13 members to 
take the same set of beads and create a 
shrine?  No Limits, no rules, no expectations 
except you must use all the beads in the 
shrine challenge kit. 
 
Using nothing more than some examples and 
suggestions, you get these fabulous shrines 
presented at our September meeting for the 
SHRINE CHALLENGE.  Jill Bartel, our 
member organizing this challenge, coaxed out 
some outstanding shrines that told stores and 
inspired all who viewed them using beads as 
the medium. 
 
Themes as diverse as Healing Waters, Mother 
Nature, Drunk Drivers and Hate Crimes 
triggered the creativity of our members. 
 
Architectural devices never used in jewelry 
were cleverly devised to make the shrines 
speak to their theme and evoke emotion.  
From the soothing to the unsettling the 
creativity of the artists was diverse and 
wonderful. It would be an outstanding exhibit if 
members could bring their shrines to our next 
multi-guild type event for display to a greater 
audience.  The pictures here do not allow you 
to see the detail of the shrines.  Visit our web 
site (Bead Societybeadsocietynm.org) for a 
better view.   
 
While it was hard to select only three 
submissions to win prizes, our members voted 
and the serene Buddhaôs Tea Party by 
Kathe Owen won 1st prize.  The architectural 
marvel Hate Crimes by Martha Mease 
garnered a second place prize.  Tying for third 
were the irreverent Our Lady of the Holy 
Mackerel by Jill Bartel and a new membersô 
Ode to Bardôs Lady Macbeth by Annie 
Gross. 
 
Each won bead organizers, European 
Lampwork beads, and vintage Swarovski 
crystals, in a tote bag in addition to a beaded 
candle holder, or beaded key chain, or beaded 
magnet. 

Buddhaôs Tea Party ï Kathe Owen 

 

Keepsake Shrine ï Betty Whiteman 

 

Curves ï Marijane Oliver 
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Our Lady of the Holy Mackerel ï Jill Bartel Madonna ï Geri Verble 

  

Wispy Leaves, Mother Earth ï Denise Falzone Lady Macbeth ï Anne Gross 
  

Healing Waters ï Nancy Bell Keepsake Shrine ï Susan Hager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 


